Detection of circulating antigen in bancroftian filariasis by sandwich ELISA using filarial serum IgG.
The utility of the IgG fraction of human filarial serum immunoglobulin in detecting circulating antigen by sandwich enzyme linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) was studied. 27 of 33 sera from persons with microfilaraemia, 19 of 30 sera from clinical cases of filariasis, 4 of 30 sera from normal persons from a region endemic for filariasis showed the presence of circulating filarial antigen. All the 20 normal sera from the area where filariasis was not endemic gave negative reaction for filarial antigen. Those sera from persons with microfilaraemia that showed the presence of circulating antigen also showed an apparent positive correlation between the microfilarial density and the antigen titre.